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(37) The righteous man does not give up his
piety, though he meet with crores of wicked per-
sons : even as the sandal tree is not deprived of
its cooling properties though venomous snakes
twine round it. B.

(38). With the SaJcat company should not be
kept, one should flee" far from him ; if a black
vessel is, touched, some stain is received. G.

RELIGION IN LIFE.

God is one; how has it come about that
there are many religions ? All men are of one
blood ; how comes it about" that they are sepa-
rated by religion and by caste ? God is one;

the Hindus are therefore at fault in their wor-
ship of many gods. These are in truth the
creation of Maya ; they have their origin in sin
and are themselves the cause of sin in others.

Muhammadans put their trust in circumci-
sion, Hindus adore the Vedas and the beauties
of Nature.  The things which are seen are
transitory. True worship should have as its
object the unseen source of all truth, the unseen
Creator of the universe.

The Hindus bathe in sacred streams, go on
pilgrimage to sacred places, bow down to images
of brass and stone, and think that in so doing
they are honouring God. In this they are
mistaken. What God desires is purity of heart ;